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CL alFIe.rro CANCELE~ 

utl'tor1ty: letter. 1-8-58 y. B~/R£: I 
• IV, H. 1'.:-.> ;· ... 0.1. State Dept. ~ -1G- f 

::t~~t:.u;t~f,'~ • ~< I 
secretary of State, 

~Vash i ngt on. 

FROM London, 

Dat ed Feb. 04 , 1917, 

Rec 'd 8 : 30 p. m. 

~ z 
~ 

N 

~ 

~ 
5747, February ?4, l)P. m. ,,~ 

7'·)'" .' '!.$~ ~ 
My fifty-seven forty-six, February 24, 8 a. 1 

eOl'Z:j,f I r 1,1 ' 1' I i,I.,b I FOR TH-J PRES ID='NT AND THiL S~CR-"'T .hRY 

OF STATE. 

Balfour has h anded me th e text of a cipher 

telegr am from Zimmermann , German Secretary of 8te te 

for Foreign Affairs , to the German ~ ini8t5r to 

Mexico , ~ hich was sent via Washington and relayed 

by Bernstorff on J a nuary nineteenth. You can 

piobably obtain a cOP J of the text relayed by 

Bernstorff from the cable office in '~ashington. i~1 ,:t 
Th e fir st gr oup is th e number of the t elegram, i; d I 
on G hundred and th i rty , and the second is thi rtee!~ l 

thousand and forty-two, indicating th e numb er of 

th e code used. The l as t group but t wo is ninety-

seven thousand five hundred and fifty-six, which is 

Zimmermann 's signature. I shall send you by mail 

a copy of th e cipher text and of the de-code into 

Germ qn and meanwhile I give you th e 3nglish trans 

lation as follows: 
H 1{ e 



- --_._---
FROM 2nd from London ~ 5747. 

"We intend to begin on the first of February 

unrestricted submarine warfare . We sh all endeavo ~ 

i n sp i te of this to keep the United States of 

Americ~ neutral . In th e event of this not succeed

ing , we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the 

follo wing basis : make war together , make peace 

together , generous f i nancial support anp an under

standing on our part that Mexico is to reconquer 

th e lost territory in Texas , Nev Mexico , and 

ar i zona . The settlement in detail is left to you . 

You will i nform the President of the above most. 

secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the 

United states of Amer i ca is certain and add the 

suggestion that he should , on his own initiative , 
~ 
~~r t t c Japan to immediate adherence and at the same 

time mediate between Japan and ourselves . Please 

cal l th e President's attention to the fact that 

the ruthless employment of our submarines now 

offers th e prospect of compelling Eng17nd i n a 

few months t o ma ke pe a c e ." ...i i oned , II ~P.I A~ 

The receipt of t h i s i nfor~u t ion has so 

greatly exercised the British Gov ernment th a. t they 

have lost no time in communicating it to me to 

transmit to you , in order tha t our Gov ernm ent may 

be able without delay to make such disposition as 

may 
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, CLASSIFICAnON cANcELEfrELEGRAM RECEIVED. 
:Authority,: letter 1-8-58 .. . ___ _ 
w. H. Anderso~, State Dapt. 

By 1lfa~~~tt~ FROM 3rd from London # 5747. 

Date d-d- ;J:? ( If; / 
» Ij 

may be necessary in view of th e threatened inva

sion of our territory. 

The following paragraph is strictly confidential. 

Early in the war, the British Gov ernment obtained 

possession of a copy of the German ciph er code used 

in the above message and have made it their business 

to obta in copies of Bernstorff ' s cipher telegrams to 

Mexico , amongst others, which are sent back to 

London and deciphered here. This accounts for 

their b eing able to deciph er this telegram from 

the German Government to th e ir r epres enta tive in 

Mexico and also for th e del ay from J a nu ary ninet eenth ,--

until now in their receiving the information. This 

system has hithertri b een a jealously gua r d ed secret 

and is only divulged now to you by t he British Gov

ernment in view of the extraordina ry circums t ances 

and th e ir friendly fe eling towards the United Sta t e s. 

They earn estly request tha t y ou will ke ep th e source 

of your informa tion and the British Gov ernment ' s 
-

method of obta ining it profoundly s ecret but they 

put no prohibition on th e publication of Zimm ermann's 

t e legram itself. 

The copies of this and other t el egr am s were not 

obta in ed in l[ashington but were bought in Mexico. 

I 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 

- ---.----
FROM 4th from London # 5747. 

II I h ave tha nked Ba lfour for th e service h is 

IGov ernment ha s r endered us and suggest th a t a 

p r iva t e offici a l messa ge of th anks from our 

Gov ernm ent to him would be b en eficial. 

I am informed t hat this inf·ormation has not 

y et be en given to the J a panese Gov ernm ent but 1 

think it not unlikely th a t wh en it re a ches th em 

th ey may make a public st a t ement on it in ord er 

to cle a r up th e ir position regarding th e United 

st a t es an d prove their good f a ith to their al11e s . 

p A G ... , • 
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