
Western Expansion 

Directions: Using your textbook The Americans and the map provided, complete the following activities. It is vital that you use the 
information from the text and not from other sources as this is the information you will be responsible for on tests and quizzes.  
 
Define each of the following terms in the center column and create a non-verbal representation of the DEFINITION in the right hand 
column.  

 

Term Definition Non Verbal (picture) 

Manifest Destiny 

 
 
 
 

 

Santa Fe Trail 

  
 
 
 

Oregon Trail 

 
 
 
 

 

Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  

 
 
 
 

 

Gadsden Purchase 

 
 
 
 

 

James K. Polk 

 
 
 
 

 

Seward’s Folly 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Directions: Complete the cause and effect chart below. Below each event in the center column, create a definition for the event. In 
the left hand column, list and describe the causes of the event. In the right hand column, list and describe the effects of the event.  

 

Cause Event Effect 

 California Gold Rush  
 
 
 
 
 



 “Fifty-Four Forty or Fight”   
 
 
 
 
 

 The Mexican War  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Directions: In the chart below, explain the relationship between the people or events listed and how they relate to the changing 
economy of the United States. Cite specific examples from the reading in order to give a thorough explanation. 

People/Events Explanation of Relationship 

Republic of Texas, Sam 
Houston, and  Stephen 

F. Austin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold Rush, Forty-niners, 
and the Republic of 

California 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Directions: Answer the following prompt in a minimum of 4-5 sentences citing specific examples from the lesson.  

Prompt: Why did Americans choose to move westward between 1820 and 1860? Cite at least three specific examples in your 
explanation. 
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